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URGENT 



Dear Sirs 

Re: European Patent Application No. 00307873.0(1086731) 
Sega Corporation 
Data Processing Metliod 
Your Reference: 1 99921 5E02EP 

The partial European search report for this application has now been issued. We enclose a 
copy of the search report, together with copies (to follow) of the cited documents and the 
"Annex" showing equivalent documents, 

You will see ihat three documents have been cited, copies of which are enclosed with the hard 
copy of this letter. The citations have been made in category X. and the Search Examiner 
considers them to anticipate claims 1-4, 7-10 of the application. We have not examined the 
citations except to check that they are generally relevant. 

The Search Examiner who perfomied the search has raised a "lack of unity" objection against 
the present claims. That is, he considers that the claims refer to five inventions which are not 
linked by a common inventive concept These "inventions" are set out on a "Sheet B" 
accompanying the search report. 

So far, only the first Invention (claim group 1-4, 7-10) has been searched, and if no action is 
taken, the application will proceed on the basis that this Is the invention for which protection is 
sought. If the Search Examiner's assessment of lack of unity is correct, It will not be possible to 
obtain separate protection for other claim groups except by filing one or more divisional 
applications. 

However. If further search fees are paid, further searches will be carried out specifically with 
regard to the subject-matter of the other inventions. If this is done now, It will be possible for the 
present application to proceed on the basis of any one of the searched inventions. west wdin^ ho^k 

6r Albkkn $tr«vl 
Lccd^ LS ( SAA 
Td: •f44 (0)1 13 233 9400 
Fix: -4-44 (OMIl 233 9401 
Email: ht^ hase1tlncl3kc.com 
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In view of the large number (five) of "inventions" Identified in this case, It may not be economic 
to pay four additional s arch fees for all of them. Therefore, please consider whether any of the 
unsearched claim groups are especially important. Please inform me how many further search 
fees you wish to pay, and which claims are to be covered. 

The European Patent Office has set a one-month term expiring 10th August 2003 for 
h paying further search fees, In order to IniUate further searches at this stage. If you do 
require additional searches for any of the unsearched claim groups, please inform me as 
soon as possible. 

There is also the possibility of fifing voluntary amendments In the light of the documents found in 
the search, although there is no obligation to file any response to the search report at this stage. 
We can simply await the Issue of a first substantive official action, in which the Examiner should 
consider in detail the relevance of the cited documents to the novelty and inventive step of the 
present invention. However, if you beOeve that it would be appropriate to amend the application 
before a first substantive official action is Issued, please Inform us of any amendments which 
you require. 

Yours faithfully 

Ml 

L E Billington 
Haseltine Lake 

Enc by fax - partial search report and annex 

by mail - as above, plus copies of cited documents. 
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COMMUNICATION 

The Euixpean Pat^t Office herewith transmits th<> partial European search report under Rule 4^(1) 
EPC relating to the above^nentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents eft^d in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention f$ drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the Eurc^Dean search report is ftt$o to co 
inverttfons oth«r than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee mt. 
paid for each of these jnventions. within ONE MONTH after notification of this commonii 

fS^!!^^°^ up to 30 June 1999. the search fee in force before 01 J 

1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicatrfe on the date of payment is payable 
True appfiea also to the search fees i^equestetf under Rule 46{1) EPC. 
See ateo OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 




LEEDS ADMm 



□ The abstract was modified by the Search D\^or\ and the deftiiUva text \s attached tJEe 
present communication^ f 



Date 



lnltlal^ 



pt Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited In the European search report is (are) enclosed 
' Eis wen. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless ttie EI^O receives prior instructions to the contrary, th search fee(s) will be debited on 
hISI^ i^'^ period for payment Por further delaOs see the Anangements far the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJGPO 02/1999. . . u»ui..auii 
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European Patent 
Office 



PARTIAL EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT A»>nciiuon Number 

under Rule 46, paragraph 1 of the European Patent £p OO 30 7873 
Convention 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of docurnent with inilicalion, where appropriatQ, 
ol relevant passages 



Relevant 
todatm 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPUCATION (IntCLT) 



WO 96 25989 A (VELOCITY INC) 
29 August 1996 (1996H)8-29) 
« abstract * 
page 2, line 6 - Tine 17 * 
page 5, line 10 - line 28 * 
page 7, line 1 - page 8, line 2 + 
page 8, line 23 - page 9, line 2 * 
page 12, line 8 - page 13, line 8 * 
page 17, line 22 - page 18, line 4 * 
page 18, line 24 - page 21, line 23 * 

* claims 1,17,21; figure 6 * 

WO 99 32990 A (KONINKL PHILIPS ELECTRONICS 
NV ;PHILIP$ SVENSKA AB (SE)) 
1 July 1999 (1999-07-01) 

* abstract * 

* page 3, line 21 - line 29 * 

* page 4, line 30 - page 5, line 32 * 

* page 6, line 21 - page 7, line 24 * 



1-4,7-10 



A63F13/12 
H04L29/06 
H04L29/08 



1-4,7-10 



TECHNICAL HELDS 
SEARCHED (InLCLT) 



A63F 

H04L 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Saaich DKrteion oon&idais that the presBnt European patentapplica&in does not comply with 
tha xsquif amentB of unOy of invantiQn end ralBtaa to ««varBlinv«ntiQn« gr gfovp« of inventiorw, 
namely: 



see sheet 6 



Thd pfCi&^itt partial EurOpddn «da()Ch report be^fi AfAVin Up torthosa parts of ttto European 
patant appficolifxi wHch CBlsia to tfie invsntion finsl merrfianad in ttia daima. 
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nUNICH 
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3 July 2003 
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Nicullu, R 
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X ; partlculariy relevant tf taken alone 
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0 : non-wrttten dtsdosure 



T : theory or piinctpio uhdonymo ihd invdnion 
E : Mrlifir pAtant documant. but publbhad on. or 

After the fling date 
D : documenl dtod In tho applcalton 
L : document cHad for other reasons 
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Application NumlMf 
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5 
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2 



Cttatlon ol document witti indcafion, wtiere approprlatB, 
of relevant passages - 



WO 97 43846 A (KOUTS MICHAEL ;MCKELLER 
DAVID (CA); PLUMB MARC (CA); SHIELDS 
DANIE) 20 November 1997 (1997-II-'20) 

* abstract * 

* page 4, line 17 - page 29 * 

* page 5, line 22 - page 7, line 2 ♦ 

* page 8, line 27 - line 30 * 

* page 10, line 26 - page 11, line 22 * 

* page 12, line 5 - page 13, line 13 « 

* claims 1,3,5,11; figure 4 * 



Relevant 
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1-4,7-10 
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APPLICATION (InlCLT) 
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page 2 of 2 
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ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 00 30 7873 



This amsx Hats tti« patent famttv mombers relating to the patant documents cited In the abowe-^tientloned Euiepean March repoit 
The mambsrs are as contained in ihe Europoan Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent OlDca Is In no way liable for these paitlculare which are merely given for the puipoee of IMonnation. 

03-07-2003 
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Publication 
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27-08-2002 
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18-04-2000 








AU 


2687697 A 


05-12-1997 








WO 
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20-11-1997 








EP 
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24-11-1999 








US 
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21-05-2002 
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u» For moro datails about this annox :seo Official Journal of tfie European Patent Office, No. 12/82 
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European Patent y^,^ INVENTION Appiicatron Number 

^"'^ SHEET B EP 00 30 7873 



The Search Divisi<wi consider^ that the present European patent application does not compJy with the 
requirements of unity of Invention and related to several inventions or groups of Inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: l-4»7-10 

synchronizing game devices. in a network to the longest delay 
of any of the participating devices; compensating for 
different network latencies. 

2. Claims: 5,6,11,12 

displaying an Image of objects arranged in a virtual space; 
rendering of virtual objects. 

3. Claims: 13-16 

setup of a communication between networked gaming devices. 

4. Claims: 17,18 

registration of game players. 

5. Claims: 19-24 

determination of the ranking of players in a network game. 



